
Did Noor Inayat Khan deserve 

to be awarded the George 

Cross in 1949? 
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TALK 
Discuss the following extract - what are your opinions of what 
you have read? Is getting the George Cross or having a public 
statue about you the greatest honour? 

Statue	honours	Indian	secret	agent	
killed	at	concentration	camp	

Princess Anne unveils monument to Noor Inayat Khan, who 
died at Dachau in 1944 and won posthumous George Cross 
 

Maev Kennedy 
The Guardian, Thursday 8 November 2012 
 

In	the	winter	of	1942	only	the	striking	beauty	of	the	young	Indian	woman	read-

ing	a	book	on	a	London	park	bench	in	her	lunch	hour	would	have	seemed	excep-

tional.	
A	statue	has	now	been	unveiled	by	Princess	Anne	near	the	bench	in	Gordon	

Square,	commissioned	by	a	small	group	determined	that	the	extraordinary	story	

of	Noor	Inayat	Khan,	a	gentle	artistic	intellectual	who	became	a	secret	agent	in	
occupied	France	and	died	aged	30	in	Dachau	concentration	camp,	should	not	be	

forgotten.	

"The	family	is	pleased	–	of	course	–	honoured	and	touched,"	said	Noor's	cousin	

Mahmood	Khan	van	Goens	Youskine,	who	came	from	his	home	in	the	Nether-
lands	for	the	ceremony	along	with	family,	friends,	supporters	and	veterans	from	

Germany,	France,	Russia	and	the	United	States.	"This	is	a	beautiful	place	to	re-

member	her	story."	He	was	a	boy	of	12	when	he	last	saw	his	cousin,	but	he	re-
members	her	vividly.	"She	made	a	tremendous	impression	on	everyone	who	met	

her.	She	was	such	an	intelligent,	charming,	dainty	girl,"	he	said,	"	and	so	beauti-

ful.	She	was	her	father's	eldest	child,	and	so	much	was	expected	of	her."	

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/london�
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ORGANISE VISUALLY 
Complete the venn diagram below: 

Deserves George Cross 

Does not deserve George 

Cross 

Success Criteria:    

1.      

2.     

3.     

(target from previous assessment)   
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WRITE an answer to the question below... 

Did Noor Inayat Khan deserve to be 
awarded the George Cross in 1949? 
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EDIT 
What has gone well? 

What could be improved? 

Principles from cri que: 
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REFLECTION 
Write a second draft of your answer to the question 
below... 



SOLO level  Description 

Pre-structural 

 

There is no answer. 
OR 

The answer misses the point; but there are written words, 
sometimes even historical but not relevant to question. 

Unistructural 

 

The answer makes some comment about the topic, but it does 
not directly answer the question. 
OR 

The answer offers a description or definition of one key idea or  
relevant concept 
  
KEY WORDS: was, says, 

Multistructural 

 

The answer contains lots of facts or ideas, that simply explained 
and are probably not backed up by evidence. The ideas and 
facts are not linked together. 
  
  
  

KEY WORDS: because 
Relational 

 

The answer shows how facts or ideas are connected. Usually, 
this will involve creating factors or simple arguments. All points 
will be explained and relate to the question. 
  
  
  
  
  
KEY WORDS: this led, this means that, this suggests that, 
 on the other hand 

Extended Abstract 

 

An extended answer that directly answers the question, draw-
ing conclusions from a range of well supported factors or argu-
ments. The answer is communicated in the third person and of-
fers judgements about the topic. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
KEY WORDS: however, more important, interpretation, 
 it is possible to argue that 

SOLO Taxonomy Feedback Sheet: 



TOP TIPS FOR THE NEXT SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT: 

1.   

2.      

3.      

4.        

HOW WOULD YOU CHANGE YOUR ANSWER IF THE QUESTION WAS... 

(about cause and consequence) 

“What were the consequences of  Noor Inayat Khan becoming a 
S.O.E. operative?” 


	Statue honours Indian secret agent killed at concentration camp
	"The family is pleased – of course – honoured and touched," said Noor's cousin Mahmood Khan van Goens Youskine, who came from his home in the Netherlands for the ceremony along with family, friends, supporters and veterans from Germany, France, Russia and the United States. "This is a beautiful place to remember her story." He was a boy of 12 when he last saw his cousin, but he remembers her vividly. "She made a tremendous impression on everyone who met her. She was such an intelligent, charming, dainty girl," he said, " and so beautiful. She was her father's eldest child, and so much was expected of her."
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